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1. PGNU SPOKESMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG SPENT MOST OF HIS 
NOVEMBER 22 PRESS CONFERENCE OUTLINING STEPS TAKEN WITHIN 

THE GOVERNMENT TO CARRY OUT THE NOVEMBER 12 AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES AND STUDENTS WHICH ENDED THE 
PAKSE STUDENT STRIKE (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO OUDAY, PHENG 
PHONGSAVAN PRESIDED OVER NOVEMBER 21 CABINET MEETING AND, 

AS INTERIOR MINISTER, ALSO MADE THE REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF THE STUDENT AGREEMENT. 

2. OUDAY STATED THAT THE PGNU WAS IN FACT CARRYING OUT THE 
AGREEMENT. IT HAD CLOSED ALL CASINOS IN THE PAKSE AREA 
EXCEPT FOR ONE WHICH WAS IN A "NO-MAN'S LAND" BETWEEN 
THAI AND LAO FRONTIER POSTS. THE CABINET HAD, HOWEVER, 

ORDERED THE CIVIL AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES TO SEEK A WAY 
TO CLOSE THIS CASINO AS WELL. 
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3. IN REGARD TO SETTING UP BOUNDARY STAKES IN PARSE AREA, 
PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE BY JOINT CENTRAL COMMISSION TO 
IMPLEMENT THE ACCORDS. DEMARCATION POINT AT BAN ITOU 
REMAINED AT ISSUE, HOWEVER, AND "HIGHER AUTHORITIES" WOULD 
HAVE TO MAKE THE DECISION. 

4. PGNU INTENDS TO RESPOND TO STUDENTS' DEMAND THAT CORRUPT 
GOVERNMENT OFEICIALS BE REMOVED AND WILL SEND A COMMISSION 
TO SOUTHERN LAOS TO MAKE INVESTIGATIONS. 

5. IN QUESTION-AND-ANSWER PERIOD, OUDAY WAS ASKED ABOUT 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STUDENTS' DEMAND THAT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
BE DISSOLVED. HE REPLIED THAT THIS WAS A SENSITIVE ISSUE 

AND THE GOVERNMENT WAS STUDYING IT. 

6. OUDAY ALSO REPORTED THAT, IN A DECISION UNRELATED TO THE 
STUDENT STRIKE, THE CABINET HAD DECIDED THAT EEFECTIVE TODAY, 
NOVEMBER 22, IT WOULD NO LONGER AUTHORIZE THE USE OE EEOE- 
SUPPLIED EOREIGN EXCHANGE EOR THE IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS 
FOR SLAUGHTER IN LAOS. 

7. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS, OUDAY STATED THAT CABINET 

HAD APPROVED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AID AGREEMENT AND THAT 
DETAILS OE IMPLEMENTATION WOULD BE DECIDED ON BY EXPERTS 
EROM THE TWO COUNTRIES. HE ALSO SAID A COMMITTEE HAD 
BEEN EORMED IN THE MINISTRY OF PLAN TO DETERMINE DISTRI- 
BUTION OE AID TO BE RECEIVED FROM SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 

8. IN CLOSING, OUDAY SAID IN REPLY TO A QUESTION THAT 
RUMORS OE A COUP D'ETAT WERE UNEOUNDED AND THAT BOTH SIDES 
OE THE PGNU WERE RESOLVED TO SURPRESS ANY SUCH ATTEMPT. 
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